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- Nancy Tosta



T R AN S F O R M I N G  O U R  W O R L D :  T H E  2 0 3 0  AG E N D A F O R  
S U S TAI N AB L E  D E V E L O P M E N T

"Everything we do during and after this crisis 
[COVID-19] must be with a strong focus on building 
more equal, inclusive and sustainable economies 
and societies that are more resilient in the face of 
pandemics, climate change, and the many other 
global challenges we faceò - Secretary-General 
António Guterres 

ÅAgreed to by nearly all the worldôs nations, on 25 Sept 
2015 

Å17 Sustainable Development Goals, accompanied by 169 
Targets & a Global Indicator Framework

ÅNeed for investments in data ðincluding Earth 
observations ðand innovation recognized as key to 
supporting SDG acceleration

2020 SDG Annual
Report on 
"Progress Towards 
the Sustainable 
Development 
Goals"



EARTH OBSERVATIONS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Countries, stakeholders, and 
the global community desire 
additional Earth observations 
and geospatial information to 
continue progress on 
improved social, economic, 
and environmental 
sustainability.

EO4SDG Initiative Purpose:

Extend uses of Earth observations and geospatial 

information to advance the 2030 Agenda and enable 

societal benefits through achievement of the SDGs.

Co-Chairs : U.S., Japan, Mexico 

Exec. Sec.: U.S. 

Key Emphasis:

Working with national statistical offices, line ministries, 

national mapping agencies, cities & municipalities, 

UN Agencies

Demonstrating benefits, building skills & sharing knowledge 

on EO uses for SDGs 



ht tps : / /eo4sdg.org  



A L I G N M E N T  O F  E A R T H  O B S E R V A T I O N S  T O  T H E  
S U S T A I N A B L E  D E V E L O P M E N T  G O A L S ,  T A R G E T S ,  A N D  
I N D I C A T O R S

Earth observations offer unprecedented opportunities to 
modernize national statistical systems and improve the 
capacities of countries to efficiently track & drive progress on 
all facets of sustainable development.



NASA remote sensing and 

climate datasets support 

government and NGOs in 

Belize in meeting SDG 14, 

Life below water, with 

improved monitoring and 

forecasting of algae and 

suspended sediments across 

the Belize Barrier Reef 

System, a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. 

PROTECTING BELIZEôS BARRIER REEF WORLD 
H E R I TAG E  S I T E

PI: Robert Griffin, University of Alabama in 
Huntsville

Earth Observation and 
Model Data:

Å Coastal water quality: in 
situ and satellite (Landsat, 
MODIS, Sentinel-2, 
Sentinel-3)

Å Land cover/ land cover 
change: Landsat, MODIS, 
Sentinel-2 derived; 
scenarios)

Å Ocean circulation (NOAA)

Å Climate change scenarios: 
CMIP5 & CMPI6


